LASH LARUE WESTERN 




we TOWN 

CALLED 
RUCKUS 



/ HEV KNE>N NNHATTHE-1 VJEGE DOING- ^HEN THE"* NAMED IT RUCKUS/ LIKE A 
CAUlDPQN OF STEAMING- v^ATEE LIT 6 s * A TOO- HOT PPE THAT TO W KEPT BQ1L1N& 
OsiEC nniTh BKavJLS AND GUNFiGhTS T^EnTN -FOUtS HQUE=. E^EGN DA"Y / 




_.._2lFFS DIDN'T LAST LONG IN RUGKuS 
GNEAFTEEANOTHEE TUBNED IN Ht& 

BADGE ... 1 " 

J SOEP.N. MMOtZ 

BUT SllCKUS IS NO TO^N FOE 
AMI STAC-TOTER^HO AIMS 
_ sJEOUT HISNEaCS.' 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 




THAT'LL TEACH NOU ID .STAND; CLEAC ^ 
■■WHEN AHlKE SCANLQN ^NftLKS DOWN J 
TrlE STREET.' ME AN' <W"i PAGDS / 

ACE kiNGSHEBE.' ^^/ 






MaMm 


i^m 



THE SOONEE ALL NOU WELLO^N- THAT'S- 
LWEKED MILKSOPS FACE / TELLING- 
UPTQ IT AND CLEAR OUT / 'EM. 
FROM vNHEBE NOU'EE 
NOT WANTED, THE 

LONGER NOLi' BE ALL 

LIKELIER TO LNE.' 




&EE VJHAT SNE 
AAEAN . /V1A-HOR 
IT'S GETTING 
LESS. SAFE 
hEEE eneen 
DAN .' 



, of couese. r see.' 

AMD NOW. I//V1 GLAD 
TO SAN, X'M PCE- 
PARED TO ONE NOU 
I ^NOED THAT THINGS 
. BE DIFFERENT 
ABOUND HEBE VEB1 
SOON ' 
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I KNE^JTHlS-*JiRE ^OULDl 
MfcK5NOU-F£EL BETTER, 
FRIENDS..-' NCW CruSTC* - 
HOME; AND SIT TIGHT 
UNTIL LARUE 
SHQ^S UP.. 




.'FOR^HEN HE DOES. IT 
NMDN'T TAKE HIM UOMCr 
TO DO THE JOB THAT 
HAS TO BE DONE..*. 




AND SO, LASH LARUE KODE 
INTO RUCKUS, AND HOPE 
SHONE BEIGHTW IN THE 
EVES OF AU. DECENT 
PEOPLE THERE- 




AS MANOR HERE. LARUE, 

x knOnn the situation 

BETTER. THAN ANNBQDN 
ELSE/ AU -TOU'LL HAME 
TO DO IS MCKE OWE 
MAN KNUCKLE UNDER.' 

;pr=: vr 
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MIKE SCftNLONSTHAT A 
ALL THE OTHER ONLHOOTS 
LOOK UPTO HIM AS THEIR. 
LEADER/ ONCE THEN SEE 
HIM BESTED, THE**' LL 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 




X-T DON'T KWON VJHAT TO SAV... I ^AS 
SO SuEE... BUTNOsm X SEE IT'S 
HOPELESS-.' AFTEETHIS, NOU'D 
ALL BE FQOLSTO STA^ ON IN 
~ CKUS. 




MAW VJHO PROVED 
HIMSELF TO BE AS C30T- , 
LESS AS HE DO. 

DOESN'T DESEEME 
TO BE HELPED TO 

HIS FEET.' 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 



Z FAINTED RIGHT AT 
SCANLON'S FEET P 
B-BUT I DON'T EmEn 
REMEMBER SEEIN& 
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EACH FOOUOCKER CONTAINS: 



4 T<mb 
4 Joopi 

4 ■attlaihipi 
4 CruUan 
4 Sailor. 
4 Rifleman 



8 Machlnagunnan- 

8 Sharpthootari 4 Trucks 

4 Infantryman 8 Jaf Plana* 

8 Offican 8 Cannon 

8 Wavta 4 Boiookaman 

I Woo 4 Marksman 



Maw York 36. N. Y. NO 

HEM'S MY $1,251 C.O.D 's : 

Kuril fka TOY SOLDIERS TO ME! 



Address . 

CHy 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 

;«- we 
BAPLANDS 
BARON 



_J ig jjoe /marsh -+J&S. a different kind of outlaw chief ... his. /wen weren't thieves. 

OR RUSTLEC5AMD BIG JOE CAN AN HONEST BUSINESS.' BUT ONCE . S5ABS BEFORE 
SMS -JOE HAD) BEEN ACCUSED. AND WE'D RUM FOR FREEDOM/ THAT ONE MISTAKE 
ACCOUNTED FOR, LASH LARUE'S ElDE INTO THE BADLANDS OH HiS TRAIL-' 
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LASH LARUE WESTERN 





/ HEBE *E A 

1 COMBS.' ]y 


^2^-/} 


m^^Sh 


^JpBjgl 


111? 


^P 


p^r^HifASlI 


jllS^H 
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THE BADLAWDSCEE^J 
WENT AFTER LARUE AT A 
RUN.' AND LASH SOT BE- 
HIND A EOC< -WATCHING 
THEM CHAS.E HISHOESE.. 

RUSH WL LEAD THEM FOR 
MILES -- BV THE TIME 
THE^ SEE I'M NOT ON 
HIM.. I'LL BE TALKING 
TO BIG 0"QE 
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THAT'S THE 


\ x'm sub r 


BEST NE-NS 


\ TOLD nou. 




MftESH.' 


HEAED .' 


/ NOUt? CREW 


THIS CALLS / 


' VJOULDNE 




NMLED MB. 




-SOONER 


THE BO-fS V 




■-NILL 3E I 




GLAD TQ ■ 




HEAR. IT M 




TOO/ ^^k 




&T*\ 


K ^B 




w * 




H 


r* 


/—*\H& 


Un 




l-^^Js 


•^ 




«%> f^l 






i'^f 






dss^if 


» flii 


w 
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Cal£Mw 




LASH LftRUE WESTERN 



WATCH THAT ■'CUTTING" PQHY CLOSELY: 
H£ KNOWS *U THE TfttCKS OF THE 
TRADE I ONCE HE'S LINED UP ON A 
CALF. . . HE OOtSN'r LET LOOSE ! 




SOMETIMES HC EVtN 

GIVES AN ADDED 

ASSIST WITH HIS 

TEETH 1 BUT TH£ 

' WORK IS TIRING, 

EVERT F£W HOUttSTHt 

* FRESH 

MOUNT! 





^2/ 


\ THl 'CUTTING' PONY 
B BRACES FOR THl SHOCK 
W\AS TH£ BAWLING CALF 

* CHUCKS OVER' 


">-*• HOLD IT NOW, ^s 
* OLE HOSS • 


$&ki 








Mr* 


*9kt i 



DRAGGED TO THE BRANDING FIRE . 
THE CAlf GETS HIS LABEL BUSflio 
ON. ..QUITE PAINLESSLY! HE'LL 
WEAR THIS FOR THE REST OF HIS LI 




HE TAKES 0*f LIKE A SHOT TO 
I REJOIN Hit MOTHER, AND Hf 
1 WONT BE BOTHERED AGAIN, UNTIL 
THE BIG BEEF ROUND-UP A 
COUHE OF Y£ARS LATER I 




6ET THESE PRIZES 




SSf f-^g Q. v ft? •* "-»"„"■ 

MB >..,W I - Uf MKIUIU1HI ^fflBS^ O n „„h», Mltk« ^EfcaH 



cuco Slum kok wikm 

(Mi 3D lorn PHOWJWArll 



p«C> mm 
MO UUlHUC* 

am in no > 




Ift «my to eufn the.e voU, a bt& prtie. -ben. you 50C FDR EACH BOX YOU SEU! The llrri thine you 

betomo member of Hte Wmr Sale. Club. IT COSTS do ii pick oul the prize you wont. Thin, .imply till out 

YOU NOTHING' Selling then lov.ly All Occuilon A* coupon wl* your noma and addren ond indicate 

Cordi is omoiinoly eaiy btcool* 'hey would ton much whether you want 13 or 70 bo At.. (It prize require, 

more if uu in o dors. You tell each bo> far tfi* low more than 20 bo*ei, >tarl oH with 20 bo»«,l W* 

bargain pr.ee at only $1.25-. All your friendi, relative! tend your card* on credit btcou.e WE TRUST YOU. ' 

and neighbor* wit) be onaipus to buy turJi fine card) — You have 30 day. la tell your cardi. The J.S.OA. 

In loci many member! earn a priir in only one day. Club Plan .1 quick end eoiy! 
IF YOU WISH, YOU MAY EVEN KEEP A5 YOUR PRIZE, MAIl YOUR COUPON NOW! 



J U N IO R. 



33333 



CLUB OF AMERICA 




Springfield I.Massachusetts 



CALAMITY 
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/•/S «£AiWAM£ WAS JOHNNY BENSON, 
&UT THEY CALLED NIM "THE CALAMITY 
KID"! EVERYWHERE HE APPEARED, HE 
LEFT SORROW AND DISASTER IN HIS 
WAKE! &UT WHEN HE ENTERED MARSHAL 
SAM YORK'S TERRITORY, THE KID'S 
DAYS WERE NUM&ERED! 




U5H LA HUE WESTERN 




USH U)BI)E WESTERN 




LASH U RUE WESTERH 



THAT'S H/M, 

i'O RECOGNIZE 
HERE.' 




USH LARUE WESTERN 
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LASH LARUE WESTERN 





THE MOST AMAZING 

MUSCLE BUILDING 
COURSE EVER OFFERED!! 



H£Yf miowsi 



I'LL BUILD YOU A 
CHAMPIONSHIP BODY 



FOR FOOTBALL • JUDO • WRESTLING • BASEBALL 



This FREE INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER will start you on 
the way to a POWERFUL, A 
MUSCLE-PACKED BODY 

LIKE THIS! 

... in just 15 minutes a 

day, three times a week, 

in the privacy of your 

own home 

JACK OELINGER 



sfljv ^ A«.r |. M frjp | e your »t reng th . . . add 5 to 50 

pounds of solid muscle! Illustrated secrets 

■'-v^, '■-"'*' "' ""-— . of champion athletes! 



1 SUPE" POWERED. 



ACTION is the key to STRENGTH 




ONLY 7 WEEKS TO THAT RUGGED, DYNAMIC, 

HE-MAN BUILD YOU ALWAYS WANTED . . . 

BE A "SUPER STAR" AT SPORTS! 




jmimmm 



JOC WEIDER Dipi.cJi.3f 

001 Psltmiie A-.nu., Union City. N. >. 

Rtrth me my FREE TRIAL COURSE OFFER, Joel I 
enclose only I0g to cover postage and handling. 
I understand I am under no obligation! 

NAME AGE 



mummmw*mm* 



LASH LARUE WESTERN 

&T TOOK A HEAP OF 




FIGURING OUT, AND FOB A 
SPELL E-JERNBOD-Y THOUGHT 
THE SNOCLD HAD JUST ABOUT 
TURNED CLEAN UPSIDE DOWN.- 
ON THAT DAI THERE WAS... 



THE, DAS STARTED REAL PEACEABLE - LIKE.' THE 
LEATHER NNAS FINE. AND BH ER1 BODS WAS 

SMIUN©... i 7 — 

<S-QT VQUR STRONGBOX 
READS. -JEFF? THE GOLD'S 
READS FOR: 



MAYHEM tN 
MOORCWlie 



: 5 



■111 




_t;,S 








SEES 




if 









534^5- 








HEf. ^HQ'S 
THAT HIGH - 
TAlLIN 1 J 

INTO _ V— \ 

TO*WWr ) 


THAT'S LASH 
LARUE.' X'D 
KNOW hi/VI 
ANS WHERE.' 




f^T"" 










l^J 


A^i 




^mw 




pii 




m>#ti 


s 


%/ni 






THAT'S HO^W THE DAS STARTED. 
REAL PEACEABLE-LIKE.' BUT 
IN OUST ANOTHER. SPLIT - 
SECOND..-THE MAHHEM 
WOULD STAETV 
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DOESN'T 
L&EU1 - 
PULL 
REIW 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 



•NELL, >WHATAEE WE 
*WAlTllsf* FOR P PAST 
REPUTATIONS DON'T 
COUNT.' LARUE" 
BROKEN THE 
LA«W 





LASH LARUE WESTERN 



GRAB \ VOU KNCW WHAT 

' A1K7 I FOE-' vME ALL 

'•WHAT I 5A^ VOU STEAL 

FOR? J THAT GOLD.' 



VJHA-* 
MA^JE 
GON 


SOU ALL 


1 ^nOn't 
. ^NETA 


ST REPUTATION 
HELP NOU ANY/ 
L. SA^ WOU SMITH 
CWN EVES.' 




'. / THERE'S THE 
[ GOLD, LARUE* 
\ BETTER TALK 
\.\ FAST' 




W ^~j 




k.^ ^-^ 




F "^T 




* ^^■Sv^^^l 




Ir/P 




^^^f^M 





IF tABUE 
O/O PUUL 
THAT JOB 
VNHV SHOULD 
HE HfcJEJ 
COME EIGHT 
UP TO US 
THE WAN 
DID.' 
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3ECM6E VOU VJEEZE ALL OILED UP/ IF 
I'D TRIED. MfcODEN WOULD HANE 
SQUEEZED TEK3GET5. ON ^E BEFORE 
IWS FINISHED... AND HE'D HA^ESWD 
X MADE A SUDDEN A-1CNE" ' 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 





UKEX SMD BEFORE... IT TOOK A 
HEAP OF FIGURING OUT. BUT NOW 
ENEEHSQDW KNO>wS THE RIGHT AnO 
HJCONG OF THAT DAW IN MOOEE^IUE/ 






/f SO LONG, uASH.' T 






i seals 






J 




















*jZ^^| 


jfHaas : JS 


si 


rgwo' 
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LASH LARUE WESTERN 




1 GCB . VLM \ LOOK , &ONHV/ &&JOHH 

•zuee 4Ho*/epj bi&sers- isn't the amp 

L HIM ! ^f OP A MAN TO APWRE .' 
k^^ _JBt NIETHEC AMI WHEN I U&E 
RH, VHBR& A £IX6UN #YOUE WP% 

nuDSr woek haw? obe-ythe 
J LAW ."THEY P(JlLp1HI6 
yWgSgBlfflBB COUNTBY.' THEY'RE THE 
'"" 'xTT^, OME^ VUH *.HOULPTPYw 


t j# i^i 1 ^ 


SHE 




M j J 
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RENDEZVOUS 




DON'T TURN AROUND, OIL 
MARTIN/ YOU'RE COVERED 
&Y THREE ©UN©.' GET YOUR 
HANDS UP' 




VVHAT DO YOU WANT ME 
FOR? SURE I'M OIL 
MARTIN, BUT I HAVEN'T 
DONEANYTHIN©.-, 
ASIDE FROM LIVING 



YEAH . . 

GIL MARTIN, 

ALIAS JACK MORRIS, 

ALSO KNOWN AS 



HERE TEN YEARS ASO'/JOHNNY MACK AND 
-"JERRY MASON/ YOU'RE 
WANTED FOR HOMICIDE 
IN THREE STATES/ 
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LASH LA RUE WESTERN 




GIL, PON'T YOU EVER ^ 
THINK OF SETTLING 
DOWN AND EARNING j 

A LIVING? 

' NAW/ THAT'S 

/ FOReooes.' who 

WANTS TO WORK? 

\TRICK IS 70 MAKE 

^MONEY WITHOUT,.. 

I HEY, WHAT'S ALL 

THE EXCREMENT 

ABOUT POWN 

AT THE HOTEL? 




PIP VOU HEAR THAT, DAVE? 
NUGGETS THE SIZE OF 
MELON BALIS.' THAT'S 
FOR ME, PARDNER.' 
I'M HEAPING FOR I 
CALIFORNIA ,—- — ' NO, GIL .' 
TOMORROW/ I I'VE 60T ROOTS 
HERE... FAMILY, 
FRIENDS/ I 
CAN'T LEAVE/ 




SO rr HAPPENED., .ANO THE 

RENDEZVOUS WAS MADE 

THE NEXT DAY... 



I'M GONNA GOME BACK 
LOAPEP, PAVE/ JUST WAIT 
ANP SEE/ TELL VOU WHAT. 
TODAY IS JUNE 
I9TH, IS49...I'LL 
MEET YOU 



If 



RIGHT HERE 
TEN YEARS 
FROM 



LL BE HERE.' 

AND t HOPE 

YOU STRIKE 

IT RICH.' 

TAKE CARE OF 

YOURSELF, PAl, 

AND DON'T GET 

TRoueie/ 
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t DIDN'T TRAVEL A THOUSANP MILES 
TO PIG HOLES IN ROCK.' THERE MUST BE 
EA5IER WAYS OF GETTING ( 




VES, THERE WERE EASIER. WAYS.,. LIKE,.. 
CLAIM -JUMPINQ! 


>£ NO&OOY SAW ME 

CLAIM MARKER.* 

l _*,TO PROVE ITAIN 


REMOVE THESE 

LET THEM TRY 
T MV LANP.' y— 














ilTv^H 








ii! 




Kl 




. . . ANP &AA/M LOOT//VG/ 


f ( TOLD YOU TO ©TAY \ 
( &ACK, YOU POOL.' 1 

V^ stAsr yo£// J r— 




^3 






^Jp 


fv ■* 
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TEN HUNTED YEARS MAD ALMOST ©ONE. B>V 
WHEN SUDDENLY HE HAD THOUSHT OP THE 
RENDEZVOUS.,, AND FIGURING HIS HOME TOWN 
WOULD BE A GOOD SPOT TO COOL OFP IN FOR 
A SPELL, ME KEPT HIS PLEDGE.,,, 




CASH IN Ml*. 
On New Shoe 
Craze! 




'.',-- ■":'.': ■.'.■■'..■ :.'. '- 



s Fm5 M.'t*.' 
■"'"work ii 



M ACikTlI SK0E MFG. CO, .-.Mm 
l:l,UHJ.HJ,I.U,l:U:m»lll'U,lllJJLJI 



MASM SHOC MIC. CO., 




fer;- ■•-■■■■•■ ■ 



'■ I Will Show You 

i X How To 
JL- Get It" 



Gff f»f/ BOOK-MAIl COUPON: 

Ihrm and be .n rhc i.."ci..m -la A_ 
■ . AttNOW! «SV 



High School Course 

at Home 







"Tell Me What 
f You Want 



D H,o.th D s»«8* 

n Mom V»ifl.M 

D Mu.tglar D.v.lop*." 



\S9 Lincoln Pennies 

40 k\ are Worth 

" ,$35.00 to $120.00 



. COIN COllECI- 



.lbu,„ HI] i, wo, 

(I!0 .Mn <oi 

. ... U.S (Din 

for J» llntalr. (V 

I cfrirs **E IK 



□ 



U. S. STAMPS 




Auto Seat Covers 



I .H. I JllM 'l . ' l i ;i ll l l 4«l:U. II . ' U»IU 



im,«iKim.nmw,aiH 

SALES im ■.«•■ wuirtf ohi st. k. 
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THE N/GHT &/DERS 



A^ENE'-S BWDERS STRUCK. 
S-NIFTLW AMD SHOWED NO 
MERCV ■ ■ THE NiCTlMS PAID 
CNER ALL THE CASH THEV 
HAD --AND vjERE GlMEW 
LITTLE TIME TO FIND MORE 
OE BE RWDED AGAIN .' 
THEN. LASH LARUE GOT IN- 
MO LNED - - - AND A -«HI Ml NG 
WINCHESTER! SLUG ALMOST 
RUINED HIS BADGE BEFORE 
ME LEARNED VJHAT ALL THE 
SHOOTING N^AS ABOUT.' 




THE 
MARSHAL 
FOUND 
SOME 
SHELTER- 
ING 
BRUSH 

AND 

DOME 

FOR 

CCNER .' 

HIS 

GUNS' 

*«EC?E 
CENTER - 

ED ON 

THAT 

DOORW* 
IN A 

6ECONO—I 



HE DOESN'T KNOvJ ENOUGH TO 
DODGE AFTER EACH SHOT.' 
X THINK I'LL JUST SCARE 




LASH LARUE WE STERN 



THAT DUD 1 
HIHEHE X 
PLUM" - 



E IS STILL SHOOT1MO AT 
I USEDTOBE.' HE'LL BE 
UEPElSED -NHEN X 




I ^JQN'T.' NOU 
MIGHT BE ONE 
OF KEENER 
NIGHT eAiDEPSJ 
•^OU /WIGHT 
BE TICKING- 
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HE' LL EEaoiN KTEENE , 
RUSH.' VNE'UL COLLftE 
HIM WHEN WE CSET 
IS SOS& ' 




THERE'S A RANCH UP3TREAMJ 
~= tfEENE H&SN-T MIT U " 
HEt2e WET. HE WILL.' 
: HE DOES.- X'LL BE 
WAIT IN': 




LASH LARUE WESTERN 



THERE 

ONE 

AT THE 
TIN"( 
HANCH - 
HOUSE 
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BLAST WUH'i LARUE-' 


) ME GOT A1W 




HEV, BOVS, IN 


!. <SUN ' j 


KEENE 


HERE 






HAD 


QUICK 




h. irir^TJi*- 


/WORE 
MBU 
OUT- 
SIDE .' 


iff* 




wl 


THE 
RON 1 NO 
MACSHB.L 

HAD 


fi 




TO 
ACT 


l/.vY 




FAST.,. 






HI 






¥i 







NO 1 *! -fOU'EE 
M^tTHQuT GUN 
DON'T MOVE 
THlS 
STILL FUtt- 
OF " 




_ OUTLAWS 
^NON'T BOTHER- ^Ou 
RANCHERS AMY - 




KEENE'S 

LOOT 

••MAS 
RECOVERED, 

LASH 
PERSON- 
ALLY MADE 
SURE IT 
NNAS RE - 
TURNED 
TO THE 
RIGHTFUL 
OWNERS.' 
AND HE 
ADDED A 
LITTLE 
FOR. 
THE BOS 
v«HOT=lRST 
TOLD HIM 

ABOUT 

THE 

NIGHT 
RIDERS... 



BUT.. -Bur M^E 


\ LET'S -SAW THAT WAS 




LEFT OVER/ MAI BE 


keene any 


1 IT 


BELONGED TO 


MONEY-' WE / 


KEENE.' IT'LL ^IftkE 


DIDN'T J 


UP 


FOR SOW E OF 


HAN t= \ \ 


THE DAWA&E HI 


ANY.' y 






H^^ 










^T 


%- 


Jk^jfi 




i^g?»f-^\ 


^t \_ 


''■' 
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Just Joe 



The man on the brown stallion wasn't »H. 
At the most he probably was about five feet 
seven. His face was thin and burned by the 
blazing sun of the desert. He wore his gun belt 
at an angle. In the scabbard on the right side 
of his horse was a Winchester rifle. He dis- 
mounted and took a large canteen from the side 
of his saddle. Opening it, he poured some water 
in his Stetson. Then he held the hat for the 
horse to drink the precious fluid. 

"We'll be there in an hour, Robles," he com- 
forted the horse. "You did a good job. We'll 
walk the rest of the distance." 

He replaced the damp hat on bis head. It 
cooled his brow and he started for the end of 
his journey. The faithful horse followed him. 
Both master and steed were tired and footsore. 

An hour later. Jane Marley spotted a man 
<nd the horse coming in over the horizon. She 
grabbed the rifle which was resting outside of 
the door. She was ready for action. 

"Dad," she shouted without a trace of panic 
tn her voice. "Stranger coming in." 

The man arrived at his destination which 
was Stage Coach Station Number 10 on the 
southern desert route. He noticed the rather 
pretty girl who seemed to know what to do 
with the rifle. She looked at his face carefully. 
Then her father, with his six gun in his right 
hand, came from the side of the house. 

"Not htm," said the father. 

The girl replaced the rifle in its original 
position. Her father bolstered his Colt .44. 

"Come in and wash up," invited her father. 
"My name is John Waterman. We have to be 
careful out here. There are not many people, 
but the livestock is a temptation for the Indians 
when (hey get off the reservation. There is just 
my daughter Jane and myself. Next coach is due 
on Wednesday. Traffic getting slow since they 
built the railroad to Petersville." 

"Thanks," replied rhe man. "Just Joe is wba! 
you can call me. But first I would like some 
water and oats for my horse." 

Jane showed him to the back of the station 
where there was a large coral. About two dozen 
horses were there. He watered his horse and left 
the stallion contented over a . bucket of oats. 
Then he returned to the front of the building. 
There was a tin bucket and a cake of soap 
ready for him. Up went his sleeves. He un- 
buttoned his shirt collar and washed himself 
thoroughly. Jane handed him a towel. Then he 
went inside the station where a cup of hot 
coffee and a plate of meat and vegetables were 



set in front of them. After be finished every- 
thing, he spoke to Mr. Waterman. 

"I am to 'wait for the coach. Here's a letter 
from the Stage Company. I know you have room 
for me but I prefer to sleep outside. I will use 
my saddle as a pillow and be next to my horse." 

He , spent the next few hours reading some 
old magazines and newspapers. Then he walked 
around the station as though to study it from 
every angle. He was conscious hat jane was 
following his every anion. He turned around 
quickly and she was only a few feet in back 
of him. 

"You don't have to worry about me, Miss 
Jane," he said softly. "I know who you and 
your father are. I saw your father last year at 
the Golden Gate Mine and know your real name 
is Jackson. You are just hiding here and hoping 
the law gets Dave Lummers before he gets your 
father. So take yout hand out of your pocket. 
I figure you got one of those little Deringers 

■ She removed her hand from the pocket and 
sobbed slightly for a few minutes. Then she 
htxished the tears away from her pale brown 
eyes. 

"It is a terrible strain, this hiding and wait- 
ing," she admitted. "I don't think we can stand 
it very much longer. The mine people even 
suggested that we take a trip to England for a 
year. My dad's folks came from the south of 
England. Somehow J feel the sooner it is over, 
the better." 

"That doesn't make much sense," pointed out 
the young man. "Your father did a wonderful 
thing. He overheard by accident the conversa- 
tion about holding up the mine. So they were 
ready when the men came. Dave Lummers' 
younger brother. Bill, was among those killed. 
The law is looking for Dave since he said he 
would avenge his brothers death. It will be 
over, as soon as the law gets hold of this mis- 
guided gun slinger." 

Jane forced a smile to her face. She sort of 
felt better that the conversation had taken 
place. But she did add one thing. 

"Dad says that when a man thinks of his 
horse before himself, he's a real man. That 
applies to you." 

"Thanks for the compliment," acknowledged 
the young* man. "Now you can do yourself a 
real favor. Stop worrying. You are mighty pretty 
even when you frown." 

From then on, Jane did most of the talking. 
She followed the rule of the West. Never ask a 



man about himself. What he wants to tell, he'll 
tell; Later in the -day-he -helped -her-with the 
care of the livestock. She prepared the evening 
meal. Then the two of them went outside. The 
night was clear and bright and the sky full 
of stars. 

"That's my favorite star," he pointed to the 
sky. "The one near the North Star. I was once 
lost in the desert on foot, and without a com- 
pass. So I figured out my position — something 
like they do on a boat, and got back to my 
camp." 

At night, she and her father barricaded the 
door. She went to bed but was restless. So she 
came down and peeped out of the bottom floor 
window. She could see the figure of Just Joe 
reclining with his rifle at his side. His hand 
was near the butt of his six shooter. Then she 
went back to bed. For some reason, she soon 
found herself deep in a well earned sleep. There 
was nothing to worry her now. Call it a woman's 
instinct if you wish. 

The next two days they were together. She 
felt as though she had always known him. Then 
she smilingly, teased him. 

"There's a job open here. Stage Coach Com- 
pany said we could get an extra man if we felt 
we needed one. But then again, maybe you are 
connected with the company itself." 

He gave her no answer. His mind was on 
other things for the coach was soon due. It 
arrived only one hour late with only one pas- 
senger. Tod Hankers was the driver. There was 
to be a stopover for about an hour. Time enough 
to eat and change horses. The driver looked at 
Just Joe and shook his head as though it were 
a signal. Then the driver went to the back of the 
place. 

The lone passenger came out from the stage 
coach a little later. He entered the large room. 
His' eyes quickly took in Jane, her father, and 
a man who was a stranger to him. 

"I'm Dave Lummers," was all he said. . 

There was no excitement on the part of Jane 
or her father. Jane let her hand go into the 
pocket of her dress. Suddenly her expression 



changed. The Deringer wasn't there. Either it 
had fallen out or it had been taken out by 
somebody. She noticed for the first rime that 
her father wasn't wearing his gun belt. It was 
up on the hook in the corner of the room. 

"You must be hungry after that trip," said 
the cool calm voice of Just Joe. "Come sit down 
and keep me company. This is the best coffee 
you ever tasted." 

Dave Lummers hesitated for the fraction of 
a second. Then he acknowledged the invitation. 
He sat down next to Just Joe and the two ate 
together in silence. From the corner of his eye, 
Dave studied the man at his side. He dug deep 
into the recesses of his memory. There was 
something familiar and yet strange. 

"Your last name is Harpers," he finally said. 
"Joe Harpers the Range Detective. I knew some- 
body was on my trail for months. Funny, T was 
always ahead of him, and it turns out to be you 
— just waiting for me, like you do for all of 
those who break the law." 

There was an awkward silence. Dave wet his 
lips and then continued speaking. 

"Bill was the kid brother. He was as wild as 
they came. He died the way I always said he 



would. At first I was all choked 



when I 



heard the news. Funny, after the first week, 
all I did was want to see you, Mr. Jackson. 
Then I learned you were hiding because you 
were scared of me. So I kept looking for you to 
tell you that you really never had anything to 
worry about." 

Jane sobbed and found herself in Joe's arms. 
An hour later the stage pulled away with its 
only passenger. 

"When the stage arrives at Bearmont," ex- 
plained Joe, "the driver will see that real bullets 
get back into Dave's gun and gun belt. One 
of my men made the switch at Station 8 while 
Dave slept. I have your Deringer, Jane. I ex- 
plained things to your Dad. We just couldn't 
take a chance. It worked out fine, didn't it." 

"It did," she smiled just before her Irps met 
his. 

— THE END — 
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